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What does it mean to be a drain stormer?

An OFFICIAL DRAIN STORMER pledges to serve and protect Fort Wayne’s three rivers – the St. Marys, 
St. Joe and Maumee from trash and debris. 

The work of a DRAIN STORMER is focused on keeping our city’s 22,000 storm drains clean of trash, 
grass clippings, dog poop and chemicals that find their way into the storm drains. And regardless of 
where the storm drains are located – downtown or in our neighborhoods – all storm drains and their 
content make their way untreated and directly into our rivers.

Why do we need to pay attention to our storm drains?

Storm drains carry rainfall runoff and lead directly to our rivers. The storm drains also carry any- and-all 
chemicals, debris, dog poop and garbage that are dumped and/or find their way down them directly and 
untreated to our rivers. 

These storm drains are NOT the same as our sanitary sewers. A sanitary sewer is the system of 
underground pipes that carries sewage from our bathrooms, sinks and kitchens to our city’s wastewater 
treatment plants.

Fort Wayne gets its drinking water from the St. Joe river. We want to ensure our rivers are clean so that 
our drinking water is clean. 

It is also important to have clean rivers for the foliage and fauna to thrive.  

How do we monitor and clean our neighborhood storm drains?

On a routine basis you will want to do the following to your school and neighborhood storm drains: 

• Remove trash, grass clippings and leaves on and/or near the storm drain opening.
• Educate and remind your friends and neighbors that they should NOT dump anything down the storm 
drains or use their driveway gutters to send pesticides, car wash runoff, and any other pollutants to the 
storm drains.
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FORT WAYNE’S RIVERFRONT

Riverfront Fort Wayne is a special place – it’s an emerging district that has a personality shaped and 
sustained by our rivers. Promenade Park is an exciting early step toward delivering the district, and 
soon, housing, restaurants and shops will complement the natural, historic, and recreational elements to 
further define the unique character of Riverfront Fort Wayne.

Our three rivers – the St. Marys, St. Joe and Maumee --  flow. They ramble and they roll; they roam and 
they rush. They rise. Their sound becomes a rhythm, becomes a beat—a heartbeat.

They breathe life into our community. Our rivers brought us here. 

FORT WAYNE WATER QUALITY

What can I do to help make our rivers cleaner? 
You can have a big impact on the quality of rainwater runoff that flows from your house and yard into 
our rivers. When it rains, rainwater runs over the lawn and over hard surfaces and picks up whatever 
meets it. 

So, rainwater runoff may carry with it the empty pop bottle you threw out the car window, or the 
bacteria from dog waste on your lawn. It can even pick up the chemicals in the fertilizer you spread or 
the insecticide you use.

Reducing bacteria in our rivers requires that we all work together to improve public and private 
sewer systems and that businesses follow the law when discharging any kind of wastewater. Never 
throw trash or cigarette butts in the street or in a parking lot. Use recycling containers for plastic, 
glass, metal and paper.

What is Fort Wayne doing to clean up our rivers?
Fort Wayne invested $240 million to upgrade the sewage treatment plant so that it can take and 
treat more sewage. It has constructed new storm sewers and built a large tunnel in the bedrock 
under Fort Wayne that will store sewage during rainy weather then take it to the sewage treatment 
plant where the plant can treat it.

The city is working to reduce other pollutants that get into the rivers from rainwater runoff by 
implementing programs such as the rain garden program to slow down the rainwater runoff and 
take out some of the pollutants before the water gets to a river.
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What kinds of pollutants are in the rivers? Where do they come from?  
Fort Wayne’s rivers are affected by multiple sources of pollution. The main categories are sediment, 
nutrients, bacteria/pathogens and chemicals.

Many Midwestern cities, such as Fort Wayne, collect both rainwater runoff and sanitary wastewater in 
the same set of sewer pipes called combined sewers. Sometimes when it rains, combined sewers do not 
have enough capacity to carry all the rainwater and wastewater or the sewage treatment plant cannot 
treat all of the combined flow. In this situation, the combined wastewater overflows, and in Fort Wayne’s 
case, it goes into one of the three rivers – creating a combined sewer overflow.

Fort Wayne has invested in construction projects to reduce the amount of combined sewage that goes 
into our rivers and streams.

Why are our rivers brown? 
As Fort Wayne’s rivers move, they collect soil, sediment and debris washed from farm fields and 
developed land when it rains. You may have noticed that after a heavy rain, the rivers look even more 
brown than when it hasn’t rained for a while. This is because of the kind of soil we have in northeastern 
Indiana is made up of very tiny particles that tend to float easily.

In areas of the country where the soil is sandy, river water is clearer because the sand sinks to the 
bottom. But even though our rivers will never be completely clear and pure, we can do a lot to make 
them cleaner.

What is a watershed?  
A watershed is an area of land where all the water that falls and drains off goes into the same place. 
Watersheds can be large or small. They may cross county, state and national boundaries. In addition, there 
may be inception-style watersheds within watersheds.

For example, downtown Fort Wayne is in the Lower St. Joseph River watershed, which is in the St. Joseph 
River watershed, which is part of the Maumee River watershed, which is part of the Lake Erie watershed, 
which is part of the Great Lakes watershed.

Basically, that means rainwater that falls from the roof of a downtown building could eventually end up in 
Lake Erie.

Source: RiverfrontFW.org
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RIVERFRONT ACTIVITIES
Is it safe to eat the fish I catch in Fort Wayne’s rivers?   
The Indiana Department of Health publishes a fish consumption advisory indicating which fish are safe to 
eat and how often. Restricted consumption is recommended for fish that are likely to contain high levels 
of PCBs and/or Mercury. For more information visit: http://www.in.gov/isdh/23650.htm

What kinds of fish do we have in our rivers?  
Surveys by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources have found a variety of sport and non-
game fish in the rivers. Saugeye, a walleye-sauger hybrid, have been found along with largemouth and 
smallmouth bass, white and black crappie, bluegill, catfish, river chub, creek chub, yellow bullhead and 
longear sunfish. Non-game fish such as carp and suckers account for most of the identified species.

Can we swim in our rivers? 
Although swimming in Fort Wayne’s rivers is not prohibited, there are health and safety concerns that 
discourage people from doing so. Depending on water levels and other environmental factors, pollutants 
can affect your health if you swim in affected waters. Fort Wayne’s public swimming pools and splash pads 
or private lakes and ponds are safer swimming options.

How deep are our rivers?  
The depth varies according to location and the amount of rain. In summer when it is very dry, areas of the 
rivers, such as just below the St. Joe Dam at Johnny Appleseed Park, may be just a few inches deep. During 
flood conditions, the Maumee River near the Hosey Dam may be 15 – 17 feet deep. People should not 
wade or swim in the rivers, especially after heavy rains when the depth and current can be uncertain.

Where do Fort Wayne’s rivers begin and where do they go? 
Many people think rivers flow from north to south, but Fort Wayne’s rivers are great examples of rivers 
that don’t flow in the direction you think they might.

Fort Wayne sits on what is known as the St. Lawrence continental divide that separates the Great Lakes 
Basin from the Gulf of Mexico watershed. Although the land around Fort Wayne is flat, the city is actually 
on a small ridge that resulted from receding glaciers that covered the area in the Ice Age.

The St. Joseph River begins in Hillsdale County, Michigan. It flows southeast into Ohio where it turns and 
flows southwest to Fort Wayne.

The St. Marys River begins near Celina, Ohio. It flows northwest into Fort Wayne where it meets the 
St. Joseph River near Headwaters Park. The two rivers combine to form the Maumee River. It flows in 
a northeasterly direction and ends at Toledo where it dumps into Lake Erie. The Maumee River is the 
largest tributary to the Great Lakes. So some of Fort Wayne’s rivers flow generally to the north and east 
and others flow to the south and west.

FUN FACT:
What happened to the apostrophe in the St. Marys River?  
According to the United States Board on Geographic Names, it is correct to write St. Marys River, and 
incorrect to write St. Mary’s River. 

Source: RiverfrontFW.org

ACTIVITY # 1
page 4 

ABOUT: RIVERFRONT ACTIVITIES



cleandrainsfortwayne.org

YOU “OTTER”
KNOWYOU “OTTER”
KNOW

FUN FACTS: NORTH AMERICAN RIVER OTTERS
River otters are now found throughout most of Indiana, thanks to efforts of the Department of Natural 
Resources and its partners.

In 1995, the DNR began a reintroduction program aimed at re-establishing a healthy otter population in 
several watersheds of northern and southern Indiana.

After five years of reintroductions, the otter population began to expand through natural reproduction.

The otter was removed from the state-endangered species list in 2005. Since that time, otters have been 
documented in more than 90% of Indiana counties. The river otter population continues to expand.

A total of 303 river otters were released in northern and southern Indiana between 1995 and 1999.

Reproduction
River otters are polygynous (have several mates). Most river otters will start reproducing at 2 years 
old. Otters typically breed from December to April and gestation is 61-63 days. Otters also delay 
implantation at least 8 months, meaning birth may not occur until 10 to 12 months after copulation. 
Litter size is typically one to three kits, however they can range up to five. The female otter raises the 
young without aid from the adult males. Young are born between February – April and can leave the den 
within eight weeks of birth.

Food Habits
River otters spend most of their lives in water, which is reflected in their diet. 

Primary foods include fish, crayfish, mussels, frogs, salamanders, turtles, ducks and other birds. Though 
primarily carnivores, river otters have been documented eating fruit on rare occasions. 

Made For The Water
River otters have physical characteristics that help them move efficiently in the water including webbed 
feet, water-repellent fur and nostrils and ears that close in the water.

Their muscular tails help them swim through fast river currents. River otters have red-brown or gray-
brown to black velvety fur on the back, silvery or gray-brown underparts and silver-tinged or yellow-gray 
cheeks and throat.
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Lifestyle
North American river otters are solitary (live alone) except during mating time. During mating season, 
they squeak and whistle to communicate. Otters live in burrows, under a pile of rocks or a thicket near 
water or in an abandoned beaver den.

When the kits are about two months old, the mother pushes them into the water, forcing them to learn 
how to swim.

In the winter, otters remain active using ice holes to surface and breathe.

Home In Indiana
Otters once lived all over Indiana but were completely gone by the 1940s due to overhunting.

In the 1990s, officials brought otters from Louisiana to Indiana and released them in wild waterways. 
These otters survived and bred, so otters are making a comeback throughout the Hoosier State’s rivers. 

FUN FACTS: RIVER OTTERS

• A group of river otters is called a raft.
• Otters have a long body, short legs and a muscular neck.
• Fur color varies from light brown to almost black.
• Otters have long, thick whiskers and webbed feet.
• Weights range from 11 to 20 pounds.
• Otters are mammals.
• Otters scientific name is Lutra Canadensis.
• Otters can hold their breath for 8 minutes under water.
• Their full repels water.
• Otters are most active at night and at dawn and dusk.
• Baby otters are called kits.
• Species similar to the river otter are the mink, muskrat and beaver.
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